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Shiur 1: The Torah’s view on Medicine and Doctors
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If two men are fighting and one hits the other with a rock or a
fist and he doesn’t die but rather becomes bed-ridden. If he
gets up and goes about under his own power then the one who
struck is absolved. Only for his lost time shall he pay and he
shall provide for healing.
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That is to say he will pay the medical expenses
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The doctors have been permission to heal any external
wounds. But any internal injury is in the hand of Hashem...

Rabbi Avraham Yeshavahu Karelitz (The Chazon Ish):

Inm matters of health I think it is a mitzvah and an obligation to
exert oneself in accord with the laws of nature. This is an
obligation to perfect the human form, which the Creator
imprinted in His world. Some of the Talmudic Sages went to
gentile physicians and even to heretics to be treated. Many
plants, animals, and minerals were created for medical
purposes. The Gates of Wisdom, which have been given to
everyone, were also created to enable us to think, to meditate,
and to know. Indeed, there is a way among the ways of the
Lord to skip over nature and all the more to skip over most
exertion in accord with the laws of nature. But one must
carefully weigh this matter for both ways of turning from the
truth are wrong, whether your trusting [in G-d] exceeds your
real level of trust or whether you believe too much in your own
exertion...




The concept of Suffering in the world
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Rava and some say Rav Chisda said “If a person sees suffering
coming upon him he should search his ways as it says ‘we will
search our ways and examine our deeds and return to
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Hashem’.

Midrash

Rabbi Ishmael and Rabbi Akiva were walking in
Jerusalem together with another man. A sick person met
them and said: “Gentlemen, tell me how I may be healed.”
They responded: “Take such and such and you will be
healed.”

After the sick person departed, the man who was
accompanying the Rabbis asked: “Who caused his
disease?” They answered: “The Holy One, blessed by
He.” He asked: “Why do you interfere in a matter which
is not yours? The Lord did smite him; why then do you
heal him?”

The Rabbis asked him: “What is your occupation?”

“I work the land. Here you can see my scythe,” he
answered. Then the Rabbis asked: “Who created the
land upon which you work?”

“The Holy One, blessed by He.”

“Then you are interfering in a matter which is not yours.
The Lord did create the vineyard; why then do you eat
His fruits?”

The farmer responded: “Do you not see the scythe in my
hand? If I did not plow and weed and put down fertilizer,
nothing would grow in the land.”

“Fool,” the Rabbis said, “a tree cannot grow if the land
is not prepared. And if the tree grows, it will die unless
fertilized and watered. Similarly the body of man must
be tended by the physician with proper medication.”
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The doctor has been given permission to heal and itis a
mitzvah and it is subsumes within the mitzvah of Pikuach
Nefesh. If he holds back from saving a life it is as ifhe is a
blood spiller.
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You will pay the medical expenses- the house of Rabbi
Yishmael taught that from here we see that the doctors were
given permission to heal.
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'This is to say that the Doctor has been given permission to
heal and one shouldn’t say that the doctor is contradicting the
will of Hashem. This is because Hashem has given the doctors
the ability to utilize nature in order to heal and that is in fact a
fulfillment of the will of Hashem.

Rabbi Chayyim Yosef David Azulai (Chida):

It seems that nowadays one should not rely on miracles.
Instead the sick are obligated to behave in accord with the
ways of the world and call a physician to heal them. They
cannot deviate from common practice and say that they are
greater than the most pious men of the generation who have
been healed by physicians. This is almost prohibited, either
because it would be prideful or because it is prohibited to rely
on miracles when one is in danger, thereby recalling one's sins
while sick. Indeed, you should act like everyone else; it is the
common practice to accept healing by physicians without
accepting it in one's heart. Rather you should cling to the
Creator to strengthen His mercy with all your heart. Trust
only in Him!




The Medical Profession in the Torah
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Abba Gurine the Hunter said in the name of Abba Gurya- one
shouldn’t teach one’s child to be a donkey driver, a camel
driver, a wagon driver, a sailor, a shepherd or a store keeper
because their trade is a trade of robbers Rav Yehuda said in
his name “Most of the donkey drivers are wicked, most camel
drivers are honest, most sailors are righteous, the best doctors
are destined for Gehinnom and the best of the animal
slaughterers are companions with Amalek.
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They don’t fear sickness, they eat healthily and don’t fear
sickness and therefore don’t break their hearts in prayer.
Sometimes they kills people out of their arrogance and
sometimes don’t heal the poor.

Additional Reading:

Modern Perspectives on Medical Halacha
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Shiur 2: Conflicts in Medicine and Torah
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One may not add to the list of Treyfot. Anything that happens
to an animal or bird other than those listed by the earlier
Rabbis and agreed upon by the later sages that the animal
would survive, even if the contemporary doctors say that the
animal will not survive.

So too those animals that are called Treyfot even though we
Kknow that with modern medicine they would not die but rather
live, we only have that which the Rabbis have told us as it says
“according to the Torah that they teach you.”
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Let’s try to understand the case brought by those disputing the
need for Metzitza. The rational can be for one of two reasons;
the first is one untenable by Torah and that is that there is no
need to do the metzitza nowadays because medicine shows is
not only unneccassary but may even cause damage to the child
or Mohel. Since there opinions contradict the Rabbis who say
that failure to perform metzitza is of a danger to the child we
don’t listen to the doctors...but one could bring a case claiming
that nowadays the metzitza is unnecessary due to the nature of
man having changed, since this doesn’t contradict Chazal. But
this only works if we assume that the words of the doctors is
true, but we only consider their opinions as possible truth
based on the knowledge of the time. We often see that one
generation establishes a principal that is considered to be true
until the next generation arises and contradicts it and claims
that it is nonsense. Therefore since they only have a status of
possible truth, but never-the-less we rely on them in certain
places in halacha regarding health issues since even if there is
only a slight possibility of death we desecrate the entire Torah
to save a life. But in our case there is a definite risk according
to the Rabbis and only a possible risk according to the doctors.

Mental Health
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Regarding the need for treatment through Mental Health
Professionals that are heretics and non-believers...In my
opinion it is not permitted to go to these doctors since there



treatments are not medicinal in nature but rather through
counselling and determining from which disease/ problem they
are suffering. They tell the patient how to behave and one
needs to be concerned that they are dispensing un- or even
anti-Torah advice even against certain fundamental precepts
in Torah and Jewish behaviour. This is different to being
healed by those doctors whose treatment is medicinal in
nature, even though they themselves are heretics since the
treatment and the doctor’s belief system are separated...but if
they are trustworthy doctors who promise to teach no anti-
Torah ideas perhaps we can rely on them since they are
professionals and wouldn’t lie.

Case studies:
1. Ultrasounds
a. Ain Bracha Sharoi elah m’davar HaSamoi
M’ha’ayin (Brachot only happen in non-miraculous
ways).
2. Metzizah b’Peh
3. Fasting on Yom Kippur
a. Pregnant
b. Breastfeeding
¢. Sick or On medication
4. Dependability of the Doctor
a. Hysterectomy
b. Abortion
¢. Niddah
i. Reputation
ii. Differing Values

Additional Reading;:

Synopsis of Presentation
Conference on Jewish Medical Ethics



San Francisco, CA
February 18-20, 1996

Rabbi Yitzchok A. Breitowitz
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Shiur 3: Fees and the Medical Profession

23799 190 AYT AT P MW
AN ,nY02M NNV DY HaR ,TINDNY N NNINN 9V HI1VYH IOR ,RNIN

It is forbidden for the doctor to be compensated for his wisdom
and his learning, but for his effort and his time he may charge.

T2V 1970 AYT A P NN YY TV
2399 NTAR MA7Y 1Y IMAYN NINR RINNTY RN 191 NTIART - 1D NOR
Since it is restoring the ‘lost object’ being the patient’s health
and Hashem commands one to do it.

3299 170 YT DY P INNHY

JRIN N INY DNTI MHYYAY 1Y MOR ,00D IR 1HIN 1AM ,D7ND 1D VY N
ROR 1IN0 IRXN RHY NYWR TN 7910 ,7390 DPNTL 1Y 1P09 1DaR ROR 7Y R)Y
MNINY ,1Y 11°Y 2N ,N390 ROIN 79V NINN DR YaR JNT RHR 1Y PR 172

,RNYY 199K RINTT VY MXN YV 3MRATY PHY MEN VW 9 9P g8 :1an 0T 1Y PRI I 990
A210) 1759 21N YN PYPRAN R TN PNNN PRIIN PR NN ROR 1NMPY N¥T 8D TRY NManT or

Someone who possesses medication and there is a patient who
requires them it is forbidden for him to charge more than the
going rate. Furthermore even if he charges an exorbitant
amount because of its scarcity he can only demand their actual
value. But if the patient negotiated with the doctor to pay a
very large fee, he is obligated to pay it since he charged him for
his wisdom and it has no definable value. Rema- even though
he has an obligation to heal the sick, if someone charges money
to perform a mitzvah we don’t prevent him from making that
money.

Refusal of treatment due to lack of funds

RDI 12°0 AYT 07 DI INNWY

VY 9992 77,0002 YI1H AN IRY YN IR VN ,5MNH YTV IIRY AR -RNT
17N DYIN NATTRY ,0NIAR YIT YV 1997 DT PR M [1,0T Hna b 1ab
DY onY unw

If a father can give his son the brit and there is a mohel who
refuses to do the brit for free but only for a fee, the Beit Din
can force the Mohel to do the brit, since this is not the way of




the seed of Avraham, instead the Mohel should be begging to
be allowed to perform the brit.

In terms of normative halacha, Rav Elyashiv writes that
provided three conditions are fulfilled, a doctor may refuse to
take a patient:

1) There is a large number of physicians in the area.

2) The sick person will certainly be able to obtain a doctor to
treat him.

3) The situation is not an emergency nor a dangerous
predicament

Charging patients for no-shows
2 TINY 1Y 7 RYINN K23 NOON Y12 TINHN

DAY PR - MR NYON N220 HPA IR ,N220 HPA DR WV PINIRD NR 991V RN
IRNN R DMINN 195D HAR ;1950 RHY - DINR DMAT AN .NMYIN ROR AT HY AT
R2N NMT IR YaR ;059N 179V J0Y 1NN - INY RAWI ATV IRRNDY POYIS ,AIRIAN
a3y avrh narbn VW L1 RaHY YO

We learned in a Braaita: If one hires workers and then
deceives them or they deceive him they only have complaints
against one another. (i.e. not financial compensation).

What case are we referring to? In a case where the workers
didn’t come to work, but if the workers came to work and
found no work to do- one needs to pay them their full wage, but
one cannot compare a day of hard work to a day of no work,
therefore the amount is calculated by how much he would
happily receive to stay idle.

Striking
19 1270 YT DY I INNY
YN DR .RIN VA MPra HHO31 RN MXM MRSH RAMH MYI 1NN NIMm

DT TOIV AT N ,INRY
The doctor has been given permission to heal and itis a
mitzvah and it is subsumes within the mitzvah of Pikuach
Nefesh. If he holds back frrom saving a life it is as ifhe is a
blood spiller.

Physicians' Strikes and Jewish Law- Fred Rosner, M.0D., F..1.C.P.




'The Israeli physicians' strike of 1983 led to a series of rabbinic
pronouncements on the impropriety and illegality of the strikes. The
strike took place in stages. At first, physicians reported for duty as usual
at government hospitals but charged fees for patients who sought care at
hospital clinics. Stage two was a partial strike of doctors at hospitals and
the establishment by physicians of their own clinics where they treated
patients on a fee-for-service basis. Stage three was the refusal of nearly all
physicians throughout the country (except for military doctors) to report
for duty at government hospitals and clinics. Doctors simply went on
vacation or did not appear. This went on for three days at which time
partial services were resorted (stage four). The fifth stage consisted of a
hunger strike by physicians, beginning at Soroka hospital in Beersheba
and spreading to most hospitals throughout the country. The final stage
was the continued hunger strike as the parties were agreeing to submit
the dispute to binding arbitration. This stage lasted less than two days.

On the day that the main strike of stage three began (May 22, 1983), a
rabbinic ruling by Rabbis Yitzchok Yaakov Weiss and Shlomo Zalman
Auerbach was widely publicized throughout Shaare Zedek hospital and
elsewhere in Israel. In a letter addressed "to the hospital administration
and its physicians," the rabbis wrote:

We have heard that there are doctors who have abandoned their work in
the hospital and have forsaken their patients. The situation is such that
the number of physicians available in the hospital is even less than usually
present on the Holy Sabbath. Assuming that the latter is the minimum
needed for the saving of life which is permissible on the Sabbath, the
halacha is clearly spelled out in the Shwlchan .Aruch (Yoreh Deah
336:1): "a physician who withholds himself from healing is guilty of
shedding blood."

Therefore, the obligation is upon you to assure the presence of an
adequate medical staff in the hospital no less than on a regular Sabbath.
All the physicians are obligated to fulfill the aforementioned. We ask that
this ruling of ours be transmitted to all the physicians in the hospital.
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Fred Rosner, M.D., F.A.C.P.
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Fred Rosner, M.D., F.A.C.P. - Director, Department of Medicine, Queens Hospital
Center Affiliation of the Long Island Jewish Medical Center; Assistant Dean and
Professor of Medicine, Albert Einstein College of Medicine.
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Shiur 4: Organ transplants and halacha

Issues:
1. Transplants from/to a bank- kidney or cornea

2. Transplants from/to a live person- kidney or liver
3. Transplants from a person immediately after death-

heart

There are three main issues come up when dealing with
Jewish cadavers:

1. Nival Hamet-

2 TIRY R 97 PN NYon *Haa Tinhvn

RN 727 ;8217 N2 D7 JMINRT DIVN IRD ROR 1M 1970 RNHT VIindH...

RN VIN ,7P9M221 IRNT NNV TR DIVA RIPN 1Y ;59100 Rp RN ,1Y 10pTaT
M0 2p1 0 mpna

[Regarding executing a murderer | — perhaps the victim was a
treyfa (which makes the offense unpunishable)?...perhaps we
check the corpse for signs of disease? What and desecrate the
body? Yes surely life overrides the desecration! No perhaps the

swords entered the place where the hole was.

2. Issur Hana’ah-
There is a prohibition, some say biblical others say

rabbinical, that forbids one from getting any benefit from a
dead body, such as selling it for medical research.

R YD VAY 17D AYT 1Y I INNY
<IRINA DMIOR 127700 ,5RIY P2 02N TAIW A ,0N

A corpse, Jewish or non, its shrouds are forbidden from
obtaining benefit...

3. Kevurat Hamet- Delaying the burial process

12 PI0a RI P35 DAY
eee NON DNOR NYYP 3 RIND DI 172PN 793P 2 YYD DY iN%2) Pon R




Don’t leave his body hanging on the tree but you should
surely bury it on that day because it is an abomination to
Hashem that it is hanging...

Arguments against Organ Transplants
'The body needs to be intact for the resurrection of the

dead
Even to save a life- the dead person is no longer obligated
in Mitzvoth

Responsibility of the doctors- respecting the cadaver
Can’t be one halacha for the lay-man and another for
leaders — would the great men of Israel be considered for
a transplant

Kidneys & Corneas
Pro transplants
¢ Blindness is considered halachically equivalent to death
and could also bring about his own death therefore we
are dealing with pikuach nefesh (life threatening) and
this overrides all the aforementioned concerns.
¢ No hana’ah (benefit) from the dead because the cornea/
Kkidney is brought back to life.
¢ Since it will be buried eventually it cannot be considered
a problem of halanah (not burying the dead).

Live donor transplants
¢ Does the donor have to endanger their own life in order
to save another?

10N 19’0 VaYN TWIN 401 N3
129R PYON MMHVINP 1) TINPN RY HY 12 (ROWVIP '9T) NN MMNN 120
:PO0 RIN ORTY YNV 29N DYVIY AR 2% 2N NIV PADA NXY VIINY

The Haga’hot Maimoniot writes according to the Jerusalem
Talmud one needs to place themselves in a possibly dangerous
situation in order to save a life. It appears that the rational is
that his definite danger overrides your potential danger.




o Ifthere was potentially a situation where there was no
danger to the donor it would be permitted.

¢ Kidney may be rejected- surely only put ones life in
danger when there is certainty that the other person will
be saves for sure.

Question:

I's one permitted to have a transplant if only quality and not
quantity of life will be affected? Aren’t you risking your life to
save your life?

Heart transplants
¢ Determining time of death- breathing/heart beat or
brainstem?

R TIRY N9 Q7 RN NI0N 932 Tinbn

DNYYHY R¥M PTA.92Y TV :DMIMIR WM 100N TP 29T RIN 19°0 TY 1337 1N
DINNM DYNN D2HY IRXNY ,A%N VYN .DINNNN NN 932D MR RY - NN
.0”n

We have learnt: until where does one check? Until his nose,
others say until his heart. If you check and find his uppers
dead don’t say that he is dead. There was a story of one whose
uppers was dead and yet he was alive.

o A goses is considered a life for all purposes

1 1950 2 P79 W1 NAYI NN MaYD 0" am
9% 31903 DONN DR 190 1DARY ,MINY NVNN AYIND DR IR RMAD DR 3NN TR
PR IMR 2NN ,000 RN MM mnY NIV Ty IMINY 122 DR 7772 DO "' ORY
OMR PN T N°a
Someone who kills a healthy individual or even someone
terminally sick , even killing a “Goses”, he is liable for
murder...
¢ Doctors may kill a patient while he is halachically still
alive
¢ What are the chances of success for one that warrants

death as a result of the operations failure?




¢ Removal of the heart is halachically death even if it
means bringing someone back to life.

Donating to non-Jews

¢ Differentiate between Halachic and Nationalistic
concerns

Additional Reading;:
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Shiurd: Euthanasia

R QYD VYV 190 AYT DN P INNY
MR PRI PRY MR 1720 PRY MY 1991 PR 7927 Y35 md Rin 10,0000
% R ,591 %23 HY IMR Pam PRI ,1PANNN 990 POMY PRI L1API DR PP PRI
DIMOR RYY 19N RYY 1YP RY 1079 HY Pann PRI ,INTR 223 YY R NN 22
LANPM PYON P PRI DY PHY PYIMYN PRI NYN YV 91773 R DN HY
PRY.DMNT 19 10,0010 NRIXY OY PRYNN HI1 1WA RNV TP YIY PXNYN PRI
PRY.DINWY TP 1725 PNIR 1Y PONIN RO ,1OP PTaon KX PN R)Y pyNp

AV RENY TY,1PTN PITRL YYY PRIMA... 13,7900 N NN D1NY MOR 1N
NN ,1PRNNN DD 997 VAVAY MOR ,T997Y Y31 RO PIR 1T DON RIAY N
DIYHY TOR 121 .3MPNN NPT RY 191 N7 DINTNIY MY NXPHN MR VY PININY
, U930 NN 219Y DY 92T DY ¥ DR YR .T99°W 772 ,)URT NNN 172 MNNan
1YRY IMYY HY NHN YWY IR DIRY 20IN A PAIT NP N2 IMRY NO VWY 1D
YIIND ONRY RHR ,5HI NYYN T2 PRT ,DVN 107D 1IN V010 NRINY DYAIYN

A goses is like a healthy person in every manner...one may not
close their eyes until their soul has left them. Anyone who
exerts effort in order to hasten their death is a murderer. One
may not tear, give eulogies until they have died. (Rema) It is
forbidden to cause someone to die quicker, for example
someone who is a “Goses” for a long time and is not able to
depart, it is forbidden to remove a pillow from underneath
him... ... but if there is something preventing his soul from
departing, for example there is a loud noise near the house like
wood choppers... it is permissible to remove it for this isn’t
considered an active deed but rather just removing the
inhibitor

T D390 2 P9 WAIN NINYI NN MYYN D"an3

L 0P 3901 DORN DR 3771998, MY AVNN AYIND DR IR RMID DR ANNN TR
PR IMR 3700 ,001 RIN M0 NINY NVIY TY IMINY P32 TR 792 DO 7°H DRY
JMR PRNRN T M
Someone who kills a healthy individual or even someone
terminally sick , even killing a “Goses”, he is liable for

murder...



R TINY 1 7 19T ATAY NHON a3 TINYN

PAAD IRAM ,NIRD DR JA2 N MNNT YHIN 1MA%PN ,N"02 1119791 IMINIAN
N2 19 NINR NN NNV RN RHY 73 ,12H HY DINAM DN DIRIYY NN HY
NRY PVIY Y VP 92TH P70 *T72Y NOTVI MR HNYIR 1Y IR 7993 JRIR ,RAN
277151 19 IR 1125 WP RN N”0 YV ANadY Ypanwy M Ny N0 4Iv)
9 NN ANR R .MINND NPMIRI PATVI 1193 :10Y IR 20RM NNR NN A

19 9NIR INRYA RIN HAN HRY NIMY M MYV 2VIN Y INR TYRN [a] DIOM
RN INR ,T2Y HYN nR HY PHAD HVIN NANHYA 1290 IR DR 127 PNOROP
1190 Y011 NANYYA NN TN Y YAV 1Y Yawn g0 Y IR 2820 0YwN "M
91 Na RN IRD PNY YA Pap RIN QR 1IN INNYI AIRYY 12Y Hyn 0 HY
RN 0YYN MY 1N PINITN MPIVRLP 1TIN 12 RN 12T :NNRY

They (the Romans) brought him (Rabbi Hanina Ben
Teradyon) wrapped in a Sefer Torah and tied him up with
vines and lit him on fire. The also brought woolen sponges
soaked in water and placed them on his heart so that his soul
shouldn’t depart quickly...

His students said to him “Rebbe open your mouth so that the
flames may enter!”.

He answered “Better that the one who gave me my soul take it,
and not me harm myself”.

The executioner said “Rabbi if I increase the flames and
remove the sponges will you bring me to the world to come?”
He (Rabbi Hanina) agreed.

Immediately he increased the flames and removed the sponges
and his soul quickly departed. The executioner also jumped
into the flames. A heavenly voiced rang out saying that bith
Rabbu Hanina ben Teradyon and the Executioner had been
invited to the world to come.

3 1391 2 P19 NVID MIYD D"am

RYR NNYYWH NN AR Y NHIN T N LLLPR DIN TINHH MOT NY 1Y DO
9% YHV IR DNV IR MY IR MNNY TP 7199 PRI D¥T1I DRYM NINM NpInn
J72R 19121 1V NYANA NN R MY

A sotah who has the merit of learning Torah...will not die
immediately but rather she will suffer illness and disease,
possibly for many years until she dies...




R TNY TP 97 MIAINI NHonN *Y2a Tindn

PRNR RPPHO0 IR NANT P RONIYN 1327 1713 ,227T 7YY MIT RNY RINN
1187 277 229 DR PYRAN "HNNNM 227 DR PPN M5Y IR ,RIIRY 1277
19N poM ,R0IN 125 H1PT NN NI IRIAT 113 .0NPHYN NR DININNN 1INY
MNY NN RYY.DNNNNN DR DNI1YHY 1912 1N M) (IR ,IPVRNH Y MM
WA NI NN IPINWIR L[RPIRD] RIPRN RPTY RN 1HPY 20N »nHn 1129
RERY

On the day that Rabbi Yehudah Hanasi passed away the
Rabbis decreed fasting and prayer on his behalf...Slika
Rebbe’s maidservant initially prayed that he be healed but
when she realised how much he was suffering and that he was
terminal she prayed that Hashem take him away quickly...

Y 17’0 2 "IN PON NYHN MR DAY
PIRNY MRIAT 2D APR DAY 1Y PRY YR DYIN DIWIR W DR 9272 NN

29 YYannY PINY DINYAY RIIRY [IVINWRY N3N AT VP... TN NXP DAPN
,92pna RY ROINYW MHYANM NIRGTY NIRIAT MM PIVIN PRI IYVRNYI DIRN

NIRSINDY 1Y R”RY 177790 DIRDITAW 170 MWIIRI ... 1Y HHanny PIvw
RN MDY 1NYY TWAR 2aR PO YA A9IN RINY NI DY RY GR) DN
1D DINYY? RHR MIRIAT 20 1Y 17%Y PR LI INY R¥NI RIAY 110D 1N° TIRAY
A8PY DY LA NPR MYYY 121 1Y MNNY ARIAT 'O DnY 1YY D ,DNY

DR YaR ,NVYN YRY w1 1YY RHR ,DMT 1919 M2YWNA RIN NNR YIIY 19%aR
IR PYIYVWI MWYY PIX 1NN PIT AR 1IND? R PN I1DPOW ROIN N0 RN
.oon

J9IRA RINY R (PVOITOPR) 180N 1Y 110H PR DIVIY 9127 1RY 17900 A%m
DYND? 0N DIVIY R7RY NN PPNONT ,1N0M HPnh RIN MDY INIRGTY R"RY
RYNP 1NN MNNY TIX MY DR 927 7177 ROW 119 HaR ,jpHon jxnnm o'
YT RIN M DR IRTD 18NN 1YW ,0NY IR NNR 1YYY DY Y3 1Y RYN)D
RINY PR I¥NNN NIV INR IRVYWI TP 10217 HI 127,000V IR APYYH 180N TIY NN
INRINTA MOHVINNY RYY MYAI TIR YYNY 5191 DI 1P RY AT 1918 ,NN
AnNa NIRpn YY "MY IvaR

Regarding the matter of terminally sick patients whether it is
permissible to not administer life lengthening medication...the
gemara (above) comes to teach us that there are times that one
needs to pray for the death of a terminal patient who is
suffering and cannot be cured...in a case where doctors
acknowledge that it is impossible for the patient to be healed

4



and to live, but one can administer treatments that would only
retain the the current state of enduring enormous pain and
suffering, one should not administer these treatments rather
just leave them as they are. To hasten their death in any way
would be tantamount to murder, even if only for a second. But
if there are drugs that will ease their suffering but not lessen
their life expectancy one must administer them.

A patient who cannot breath by themselves except through the
use of a machine, even though he cannot survive, he must be
hooked up to it as it lessens the suffering of the person...

Sedation of Terminally 111 Patient:
Rabbi Mordechai Halperin, M.D.

Some patients who are suffering from cancer and other
potentially terminal diseases may experience great pain. To
alleviate that pain, it is sometimes necessary to use
increasingly large doses of narcotic substances. These
medications may suppress the respiratory center in the brain
and might thereby inadvertently shorten the lives of some
patients.

In such cases the physician encounters a moral dilemma: on
the one hand, he may not shorten the patient’s life; on the
other hand, the patient is suffering, and the only way to
alleviate that suffering is by administering large doses of
medications, which may shorten the patient’s life.

The halacha in such situations is unambiguous. It is
permissible to alleviate the patient’s pain. The decision is
easily formulated but difficult to understand. In Jewish law,
shortening of life is defined as murder. Euthanasia is also
forbidden. Why, then, is a physician permitted to shorten the
life of a patient when the intent is to alleviate pain? In the
framework of halachic discussions of these principles, some
rabbis stress the physician’s intent. Unlike euthanasia, in

5



which the intent is to kill, administering high doses of narcotic
medications for alleviation of pain is intended to help the
patient. The shortening of his life is merely an undesired side
effect.

Rabbi Avigdor Nebenzahl rejects this line of reasoning. He
points out that in the law of torts (damages) and in the
prohibition of murder, it is irrelevant whether or not the
damage is done by intention. Absence of the intent to kill does
not make it permissible to use any procedure that might end
with Kkilling. In the conclusion of his discussion he writes:

I cannot explain Rabbi Shlomo Z. Auerbach’s opinion in

this matter, unless one were to permit even active killing

as a mean of alleviating pain. Later I heard him explain

that each individual injection does not necessary shorten

life. It is only the cumulative effect of many injections

which shortens life.

Other explanations have been proposed for this halacha.
Despite the difficulty one may have understanding the
halacha, it is definitive and is applied in actual cases
everywhere.

Additional Reading;:
& % 1

Rabbi Yitzchok Breitowitz
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Shiur 6: Confidentiality in Medicine and Halacha

Telling a person about the severity of their ailment

R QYD NYY D0 AYT 7 PIW INNY

RYY 1297 ,501 R ITINA D390 Y DMIMIRY L,NTIND Y DIMIR MmN Nl

DRY .R21 DYWYHY PHN Y W ATINNA Y31 ,°0 ANR ATINN ANRY 9992 , 30N )TN0
SR D DIMIR,MTINAY YTV IR DRI ) 1252 ATIN? L1792 MITINNY %197 1R
RYY,1N" 192119 PINIR PR DMATH DR 91 .(10) OOy Y HY 1793 RN NN
J2% 19297 1927 RNWY ,070) 151 RYY ,00) 192

If someone is nearing death then one should encourage him to
do Vidui and say to him many have said vidui and not died and
many have not said vidui and died, let the reward for you doing
vidui be that you survive...if he cannot do vidui verbally then
he should do it in his heart...but one shouldn’t say vidui in
front of ignoramuses, women, children lest they start crying
and that in turns breaker his (the patient’s) heart.

RsTOW 1°0 AYT 17 PIY INNY

PRYDYA PYNP PRI LY NPT 70N RDY MR PPN PR 00 Y nnw n5n

2091 PRANIND DR PPNYVNY 1Y 92Y7 RHY 17192 PTA0N PRI PN
A sick person who has lost someone, don’t inform them of the
passing lest they are not able to cope with the loss. Don’t tear,
cry or eulogize in front of them so as not to break their heart,

one should also silence any comforters that come.

Telling others of a patients ailments

1O P09 ¥’ P9 RIPN

:PIP? IR Y7 DT HY THyn XY 7RY2 9737 TN XY

Don’t be a gossip-monger amongst your people, don’t stand idly
by while your brother’s blood is being spilt I am Hashem.

R21ON 11270 VAVN VIN TIY NNV

919,19 AR AYI PN IR LYY PRI DOOY IR ,D22 YAV 1IN NR ARIN

IR DY221D T2 PRVY IR ;2987 RHY,DINNH DINR MOV IR 1NRYA RIN IDINNY
RX1IY IWTIN 17720 1R 197 RDY N 1Y DNV IR AYT 1HY DAYNN D10
10,07 RIp") 7 DT 5 TIinyn RY Yy 921 198 DMaTa




If one sees someone drowning in the sea, or bandits are
mugging him, or he is being attacked by a wild animal and he
could save him and doesn’t, or he overhears barbarians
plotting against someone and he doesn’t inform him ete.

transgresses ‘don’t stand idly by’.
RO 10D ¥ PHN WPHR PIX N"Y

DIYN ,NYN RY TOANN 11 NY'WW 92T 171°2NY A% RHY IR T'YRY RHY IMav...
79 5P Yavwiw IR 1HINYD NYVANY RO 9270 MR I”RY ,MxXN H0aY yava YT
YT AN Y RRMWI TOONN 1N 17aN DR DIV 92T MYIY ROV INYIY 1YY RHY
SPYNY 27N D3 I/ ,AYIavn Adn 8 mxn Hvah yawa Y"n

An oath not to testify or to not reveal a matter to someone that
would save them frrom loss is not a valid oath because the oath
is one nullifying a mitzvah. Therefore that oath of
confidentiality that a doctor takes that will cause another
some form of'loss since some evil will come of it, the oath is
null and void and it is not only permissible but it is a mitzvah
to tell.

¢ 'Telling those in contact with HIV carrier
¢ 'Telling authorities of someone who cannot drive

v Y95 MY MR MAYNa DN yan

79 77 HYVW IRTIA YTIN L,1°AN DY TNON NDRL GNNYAY XY 1PaN IR RN
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RYY 72521 ,01 YV NN Y 1N MY Y W NNMON 1IN DY JTINYRY
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If one sees someone about to embark in a business venture
with someone and he knows that he will definitely loss money
on the deal, he is obligated to inform him. So too if he knows of
an individual who has a disease of sorts and he is engaged to a
woman who is unaware of his ailment he is obligated to tell her
parents. This is only so long as one doesn’t exaggerate and his
intentions are pure and he has no intention of disgracing or
vilifying the individual.

o Tay-Sachs carriers



¢ Ability to have children ete.

Additional Reading:
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Prayer for the Physician- Attributed to the Rambam

JJIYY HR
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G-d on high
Before I start my holy task in healing your handiwork, I
supplicate before your holy throne that you should grant me
the strength of spirit and great might to accomplish my work
faithfully.
Allow my pursuits whether financial or of genuine sincerity
not blind me from seeing the correct path, allow me to merit
seeing all those who suffer who seek my guidance as
individuals, without distinguishing between wealthy and poor,
beloved or hated, good or bad, the suffering man, show me only
the man.
If wiser doctors than me wish to teach me wisdom, give me the
will to learn from them, because the medical field has end. But
when fools mock me, curse me or love me- strengthen my spirit
to not be affect by their slander and mocking, let the truth be
enough light for my way because any reneging can cause the
disease and destruction of your handiwork.
Please merciful Hashem strengthen me physically, spiritually
and implant a perfect spirit within me.



